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County Administrator’s Office
Dennis M. Hays, County Administrator

701 North 7" St., Suite 945 Phone: (913) 573-5030
Kansas City, Kansas 66101-3064 Fax: (913) 573-5540
July 10, 2006

Mayor Reardon and
Unified Government Commissioners:

It is my privilege to submit the 2007 Proposed Budget for the Unified Government. This proposed
budget is designed to stay the course of efficient, effective and responsive government set by the
Mayor and Commission. This budget stays the course of reducing the property tax rate, diversifying
revenues, growing the community, mitigating the impact of improving assessed valuation,

maintaining financial stability and providing high quality public services.

Budget Highlights
» The 2007 Proposed Budget recommends a 2.4% cut in the Unified Government property tax
rate. Since the Unified Government was created by the voters of Wyandotte County in 1997,
the combined city/county property tax rate will be decreased 25%, staying the course of

steady, consistent and reasonable tax cuts.

» Total expenditures of $272-million are proposed for 2007. That's a 1% increase over 2006.

» The 2007 Proposed Budget deals with a number of economic factors beyond our control,
including repeal of the property tax on machinery and equipment; continuing loss of state
revenue sharing dollars; soaring fuel costs; and unfunded federal mandates dealing with

environmental protections.

» Under the 2007 Proposed Budget, the Unified Government tax levy continues to be less than

half of the total tax bill paid by Wyandotte County residents. Public school districts, the



Kansas City Kansas Community College and the State of Kansas account for more than 50%

of most Wyandotte County tax statements.

Under the proposed 2007 budget, the owner of a $100,000 house in Kansas City, Kansas
will pay about $830 a year in Unified Government (city-county combined) tax. That's about
$69 a month, less than many people pay for telephone or television service. That money
provides services such as 24 hour a day police, fire and emergency medical protection;

streets and infrastructure; and many community and social services.

2007 Budget Initiatives

The 2007 Proposed Budget stays the course of enhancing public safety, investing in the future of the

community and its citizens, increasing efficiency through technology and recruiting and keeping a

quality workforce. Highlights of this budget proposal include:

A%

Create a Midtown Police Division and launch a demonstration School Resource Officer

Program by adding 10 Police Officers.

Replace the obsolete control system in the Jail with a new computerized $1.5-million system.
Increase investment in the Countywide Initiative for Funding Infrastructure (CIF!), which not
only advances the goal of countywide cooperation, but gives every resident the opportunity
to touch tangible infrastructure improvements in their local community through a $2.8-million

revenue sharing effort with Bonner Springs and Edwardsville.

Invest in mature neighborhoods and other community projects by earmarking dollars to help

fill the funding gaps unique to some redevelopment and economic development projects.

Enhance public transportation options to connect workers in the eastern part of Wyandotte

County with thousands of new jobs in the western part of the community.

Develop strategies in cooperation with businesses to train a skilled local workforce.



v

Mitigate the impacts of improving assessed valuations and rising fuel costs by expanding the

Senior Citizen Utility Rebate Program.

» Launch an alternative fuels and trash recycling demonstration project.

» Encourage recruitment and promotion of a diverse Unified Government workforce and

promote foreign language proficiency among employees.

» Start a 3-1-1 citizen information system and a Performance Measurement Program ensure
both responsive and effective government.
» Revamp the development review and streamline the building inspection process to foster

community growth and development.

Conclusion
The 2007 Proposed Budget for the Unified Government stays the course of progress and success in
Wyandotte County. It is more than a financial document detailing revenues and expenses. It is a

financial map for achieving the goals adopted by the Mayor and Commission.

The 2007 Proposed Budget funds day-to-day operations, maintains required cash reserves, calls for
new initiatives to enhance public safety, grow the community and improve services, while also

cutting the Unified Government tax rate.

e

- s P
> Sincerely,

/
.”

:/
;

( Dennis M. Hays
County Administrator

\
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